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The Organ 
Casavant Frères Ltée. 1961, Opus 2643 

 3 manuals (keyboards, 35 stops, 47 

ranks (rows of pipes). 

  2583 pipes, 61-note manuals 

(keyboards), 32-note pedals. 

 Electro-pneumatic chests [Pitman]. 

 The organ is at the front of the room, 

and some pipes are exposed. 

 Traditional style console with roll top.  

 Console in fixed position, left.  

 Drawknobs in vertical rows on angled 

jambs.  

 Balanced swell shoes/pedals, stan-

dard American Guild of Organists 

(AGO) placement. 

 Adjustable combination pistons.  

 AGO Standard (concave radiating) 

pedalboard.  

 Crescendo Pedal.  

 Reversible full organ/tutti thumb pis-

ton.  

 Reversible full organ/tutti toe stud.  

 Combination action thumb pistons.  

 Combination action toe studs.  

 Coupler reversible thumb pistons. 

 Additional notes:  The pipes of the 

organ is divided on both sides of the 

chancel.  
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Starting in 2013, the Music Director in 

consultation with the Rector and Vestry 

explored the idea of refurbishing the 

organ.  Reports from our tuner and organ 

experts had revealed that this work was 

needed given that the instrument had 

reached its 50th birthday! 

A committee was formed to explore a 

possible builder/restorer for our organ in 

the spring of 2014.  For about a year, 

Margaret Green, Stephanie Mulkern and 

Sean Jackman collected written bids 

from area builders.   The visited various 

sights in southeast Michigan to meet 

builders and see and hear their work at 

area churches.   

A recommendation was made to the 

Vestry in November of 2014 and they 

voted on a builder/restorer for our organ 

project in early 2015.   Fowler Organ 

Company of Lansing, MI was chosen.  

With this decision, Christ Church Vestry 

made a commitment to restore our 

beautiful 1962 Casavant for another 50 

years of service to the congregation and 

the wider community.  

Phase One of the Organ Refurbishment 

Project was completed in the summer of 

2015.  As Phrase one was being com-

pleted, as committee was formed to 

promote the organ at the church and 

lead fundraising to complete Phase Two 

of the project.  The Organ Refurbishment 

Project Committee  consists of Carolyn 

Blackmore-Bell, Margaret Green, and 

Sean Jackman.  Others in our parish are 

invited to join us  

The Casavant 
Organ at Christ 
Episcopal Church 

Background 
Our organ at Christ Church is a Casa-

vant!  Casavant is the oldest continu-

ing name in North American organ 

building. On November 14, 1991 the 

Historic Sites and Monuments Board 

of Canada dedicated a plaque in honor 

of Joseph Casavant who built pipe or-

gans in Saint- Hyacinthe where his two 

sons, Claver and Samuel, established 

Casavant Frères in 1879.   

Across the United States and Canada, 

there are those organizations, which 

are interested in archiving the organs 

and their specifications.  One such 

group is the Organ Historical Society 

(OHS). The mandate of the OHS is 

dedicated to documenting and pre-

serving historic pipe organs and to 

raising public awareness and apprecia-

tion of America's organ heritage.   One 

project of OHS is a database is spon-

sored in part by Birmingham-Southern 

College, which houses the database 

server and provides its connection to 

the Internet.  This website 

(organsociety.bsc.edu) is the public 

gateway to a searchable database of 

information on pipe organs of the 

United States of America.  Looking on 

this website, you will find the organ 

Christ Episcopal Church listed with the 

following details in point form.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


